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National Curriculum Programme of Study for Year 2: Writing 

Transcription 

Spelling - see English appendix 1 

Pupils should be taught to: 

➢ spell by: 

• segmenting spoken words into phonemes and representing these by graphemes, 

spelling many correctly 

• learning new ways of spelling phonemes for which 1 or more spellings are 

already known, and learn some words with each spelling, including a few 

common homophones 

• learning to spell common exception words 

• learning to spell more words with contracted forms 

• learning the possessive apostrophe (singular) [for example, the girl’s book] 

• distinguishing between homophones and near-homophones 

➢ add suffixes to spell longer words including –ment, –ness, –ful, –less, –ly 

 

➢ apply spelling rules and guidance, as listed in English appendix 1 

 

➢ write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include words using 

the GPCs, common exception words and punctuation taught so far 

Notes and guidance (non-statutory) 

In year 2, pupils move towards more word-specific knowledge of spelling, including 

homophones. The process of spelling should be emphasised: that is, that spelling involves 

segmenting spoken words into phonemes and then representing all the phonemes by 

graphemes in the right order. Pupils should do this both for single-syllable and polysyllabic 

words. 

 

At this stage, children’s spelling should be phonically plausible, even if not always correct. 

Misspellings of words that pupils have been taught to spell should be corrected; other 

misspelt words can be used as an opportunity to teach pupils about alternative ways of 

representing those sounds. 

 

Pupils should be encouraged to apply their knowledge of suffixes from their word reading to 

their spelling. They should also draw from and apply their growing knowledge of word and 

spelling structure, as well as their knowledge of root words. 
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Handwriting 

Pupils should be taught to: 

• form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another 

• start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and 

understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined 

• write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one 

another and to lower-case letters 

• use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters 

Notes and guidance (non-statutory) 

Pupils should revise and practise correct letter formation frequently. They should be taught 

to write with a joined style as soon as they can form letters securely with the correct 

orientation. 
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