
 www.primarytexts.co.uk  

 Year 1 Programme of Study: Writing 

Transcription 

Spelling - see English appendix 1 

Pupils should be taught to: 

➢ spell: 

• words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught 

• common exception words 

• the days of the week 

➢ name the letters of the alphabet: 

• naming the letters of the alphabet in order 

• using letter names to distinguish between alternative spellings of the same sound 

➢ add prefixes and suffixes: 

• using the spelling rule for adding –s or –es as the plural marker for nouns and the 

third person singular marker for verbs 

• using the prefix un– 

• using –ing, –ed, –er and –est where no change is needed in the spelling of root 

words [for example, helping, helped, helper, eating, quicker, quickest] 

➢ apply simple spelling rules and guidance, as listed in English appendix 1 

➢ write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include words using 

the GPCs and common exception words taught so far 

Notes and guidance (non-statutory) 

Reading should be taught alongside spelling, so that pupils understand that they can read 

back words they have spelt. 

 

Pupils should be shown how to segment spoken words into individual phonemes and then 

how to represent the phonemes by the appropriate grapheme(s). It is important to 

recognise that phoneme-grapheme correspondences (which underpin spelling) are more 

variable than grapheme-phoneme correspondences (which underpin reading). For this 

reason, pupils need to do much more word-specific rehearsal for spelling than for reading. 

 

At this stage pupils will be spelling some words in a phonically plausible way, even if 

sometimes incorrectly. Misspellings of words that pupils have been taught to spell should be 

corrected; other misspelt words should be used to teach pupils about alternative ways of 

representing those sounds. 
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Writing simple dictated sentences that include words taught so far gives pupils opportunities 

to apply and practise their spelling. 

Handwriting 

Pupils should be taught to: 

• sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly 

• begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the 

right place 

• form capital letters 

• form digits 0-9 

• understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (ie letters that are 

formed in similar ways) and to practise these 

Notes and guidance (non-statutory) 

Handwriting requires frequent and discrete, direct teaching. Pupils should be able to form 

letters correctly and confidently. The size of the writing implement (pencil, pen) should not 

be too large for a young pupil’s hand. Whatever is being used should allow the pupil to hold 

it easily and correctly so that bad habits are avoided. 

 

Left-handed pupils should receive specific teaching to meet their needs. 
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